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THIRTEENTH SUNDAYOF THE YEAR (Year C) 
26 June – 2 July 2022 
 

First Mass of Sunday 
Mass: 5.45pm  Ints of Eileen Syndecombe 
 

SUNDAY   26 June      XIII SUNDAY    
Mass: 9.30am     Kathleen Curtis RIP 
Mass: 11.00am         Ints of Angelina Jenkins 
Polish Mass: 12.30pm        
Mass: 6.30pm   Pro Populo 
 

MONDAY  27 June    
Morning Prayer: 9.00am 
Mass: 9.30am    Susan Loane RIP 
 

TUESDAY 28 June      ST IRENAEUS 
Mass: 8.00am    
Morning Prayer: 9.30am Confessions: 9.40am 
Mass: 10.00am  Ints of Jan – for healing  
Adoration: 10.30am – 5.30pm  
Evening Prayer: 5.30pm  Rosary: 6.00pm 
 

WEDNESDAY  29 June  SS PETER & PAUL 
Mass: 8.00am    
Morning Prayer: 9.30am Confessions: 9.40am 
Mass: 10.00am  Reginald Taylor RIP  
Adoration: 10.30am – 5.30pm  
 

THURSDAY  30 June  DEDICATION OF CATHEDRAL 
Mass: 8.00am    
Morning Prayer: 9.30am Confessions: 9.40am 
Mass: 10.00am   
Adoration: 10.30am – 5.30pm  
Evening Prayer: 5.30pm  Rosary: 6.00pm 
 

FRIDAY  1 July    ST OLIVER PLUNKETT 
Mass: 8.00am   Ints of Fr Christopher 
Morning Prayer: 9.30am Confessions: 9.40am 
Mass: 10.00am  Binu and Stania’s Ints 
Adoration: 10.30am – 5.30pm  
Evening Prayer: 5.30pm  Rosary: 6.00pm 
 

SATURDAY  2 July  
Morning Prayer: 9.00am  
Mass: 9.30am    Ints of Angelina Jenkins 
Confessions: 10.00am – 10.30am & 5.00pm – 5.30pm 
 

First Mass of Sunday        
Mass: 5.45pm    
 

 
 

THIS SUNDAY: There is a sense of urgency about 
discipleship – almost like emergency services responding 
to a crisis, in the Gospel today there is no time to wait 
for any normal human moments, no reason to delay: the 
hand must be placed immediately on the plough, the work 
must begin NOW! It can feel as though Jesus is being a 
little abrupt in this passage – even a little too intense! But 
it is a question of priorities: for the Lord, the work of 
salvation, or proclaiming the Gospel, brooks no delay. 
Perhaps this intensity is a valuable reminder for us – we 
can tend to “tame” Jesus, and forget that he was 
passionately and totally dedicated to the Mission his 
heavenly Father had entrusted to him – even to the point 
that he left Nazareth to become a homeless preacher with 
nowhere to lay his head. 
 
AN OPEN CHURCH: During this Week, the Church 
will open at 7.30am each morning and will close around 
6.30pm.  
 
LANGUAGE SHEETS: Those of you who might like 
to follow the Liturgy of the Word in either Italian, Spanish, 
French or Polish will be able to make use of the sheets 
that can be found on the table at the back of the Church. 
Please help yourself and take them with you as you leave.  
 
SUNDAY CONFESSIONS: There will be a priest in 
one of the confessionals from about 5.50pm until 6.20pm 
… but please don’t turn up at the last minute - Mass begins 
at 6.30pm.  
 
ADORATION: Adoration is most certainly a pulse in 
our parish community and a blessing for our city, too. 
With adoration each day (Tues-Fri), there are the added 
opportunities now on Thursday (7pm – 7.45am), on 
Friday (7pm – 8am) and Saturday (7pm – 8am Sunday). 
These three evening and vigil times allow us to watch 
before the Lord in those still and tranquil hours, longing 
for the dawn, longing for the Lord who comes. It is so 
good to encounter people who cross our threshold to be 
drawn into the tranquillity and peace that comes from 
being before the Lord.  It is good to see so many taking 
up the challenge of the giving of an hour or so during the 
night. If you want to offer yourself for an hour’s prayer – 
either in Church during the day or in the Chapel for one 
of the evenings - do ‘sign up’. Catherine, AJ, Angelina or 
George would be happy to allocate you a time.  
 
ORDINATION OF JOSEPH MEIGH: Deacon Joseph 
has been at St Mary’s this last ten months or so and is to 
be ordained priest at the Cathedral on Saturday 9 July. 
You are warmly invited to come along to the ordination 
and St Mary’s have arranged a coach. The coach leaves at 
9.30am from St Mary’s and will return, leaving the 
Cathedral at 1.30pm. £10 coach fare. You’ll need to 
contact St Mary’s to reserve a space on the bus. 
bath.stmary@cliftondiocese.com 
 
WORSHIP AND PRAISE during Adoration on a 
Wednesday from 12.30pm until 1.30pm. Do come along 
– prayer and music before the Lord.  
 
FRIDAY LUNCHES: Friday lunches have borne fruit in 
simply bringing people together across the weeks of Lent 
and Easter. They have been such a good thing – seeing 20, 

 



25, 30 people sat down in conversation around a delicious 
meal. All you need do is turn up. A hearty fresh soup, with 
fresh bread, fruit and cheese await you… all served and 
laid up for you, too. Come and enjoy the conversation and 
the company. There is no charge for the lunch, just an 
offering that helps pay for the next week’s lunch. Every 
Friday at 12.30pm. 
 
CHILDREN’S ADORATION each Friday at 4.30pm in 
the Sacred Heart Chapel. This simple hour before the 
Blessed Sacrament is an opportunity to draw families 
together in stillness and in prayer. Do come along if you 
can. 
 
WORLD YOUTH DAY LISBON 2023: World 
Youth Day will next take place in Lisbon in 2023. The 
Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation is 
organising an eight-day pilgrimage from July 31 to 
August 8, 2023 for young adults [18-35] in our diocese. 
The provisional plan is to spend six nights in Lisbon and 
two nights in Fatima. There will be formation sessions for 
the group before the pilgrimage to build community and 
support one another in our faith journey. If you are 
interested in learning more about the Clifton Diocese 
World Youth Day 2023 Pilgrimage, and will be at least 18 
years old on 1 April 2023, please register your interest at 
adult.education@cliftondiocese.com -  Please spread the 
word to any young adults you know who may be 
interested in attending World Youth Day! 
 
MARRIAGE MASS – SATURDAY 2 JULY: Bishop 
Declan is celebrating Mass in the Cathedral on Saturday 2 
July (12 noon) and is inviting all married couples to join 
him. He will send a personal invitation to those couples 
who are celebrating significant anniversaries during 2022 
or those who will marry during this year. If you are 
celebrating a 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th, 65th, or 70th 
anniversary during 2022 or getting married this year 
please email adult.education@cliftondiocese.com so that 
a personal invitation can be sent out, leaving details of 
your names, address, and the number of years you are 
both celebrating. 
 
VOTIVE CANDLES: If you would like to offer one for 
your intention for the week, please use the brown 
envelopes by either chapel and pop them into the parish 
office. They cost £5 and each candle will be labelled with 
the donors intention and hung in the votive glasses for the 
week.  
 
THIS WEEK’S VOTIVE INTENTIONS 
Sacred Heart:  Eric and Marie Coultas 
Lady Chapel:  The Gibbens Family 
 
A STAY IN HOSPITAL? If you or a member of your 
family is going into the Royal United Hospital, please 
contact ruh-tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net or call the RUH 
Chaplaincy 01225 428331 on arrival. It can be such a 
useful thing to know so that the Chaplaincy team can call 
upon you.  
 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS: We remember Colin de Paul 
who died during this last week. His funeral will be here at 
St John’s on Thursday 7 July at 12noon. We also keep 
in our prayers Veronica Allerston who died recently. 

Her funeral takes place at Haycombe on 29 June at 9am. 
May they rest in peace.  
 
A PARISH CENSUS 2022: Keep those census 
forms coming in! The online facility allows you to fill in 
your details online and update as-and-when. If you are not 
connected… do not despair! There will be a laptop or 
two set up with folk to help you fill in the details. The 
system will also allow new arrivals and returners to be 
part of the process and also offer us a clear vehicle of 
contact and communication. We can use this opportunity 
to explore a harvest of skills and gifts that can be put to 
good use with a very clear follow up to ensure that what 
is offered is made good use of. The Parish Census team, 
drawn together, will begin to make things available for 
you. If you want to look here, then you can begin to ‘sign 
up’ stjohnsrcbath.org.uk/parish-census/ . 
 
FINANCE NEWS: 
Last Sunday’s collection: £811.94 
Online and Contactless Giving: £536 
Standing Orders: £978 
Gift Aid on S/O: £244 Candles: £226.41 
Thank you 
 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES: Don’t forget that if you are 
putting cash into the collection and you pay UK tax, you 
can add an extra 25% in tax recalimed to your gift simply 
because you fill out one of the white envelopes and pop 
your offertory into that. That GA bonus makes such a 
difference… at not extra cost to you! Just take the time 
to complete the simple form on the envelope. 
 
BATH ABBEY ANNIVERSARY CONCERT: This 
year the Abbey are celebrating 25th anniversary of a girls’ 
choir and the concert in July reflects this occasion. They  
are particularly excited to be performing a newly 
commissioned work ‘God’s Mirror’ by critically acclaimed 
composer, Roxanna Panufnik. The concert also features 
works by other British women composers and the Abbey 
Girls are joined by the Lay Clerks in what promises to be 
an exciting and fresh evening of music! The Concert is on 
Saturday, 9 July. Tickets are now available from Bath Box 
Office (with reserved seating). Prices:  £20,  £15, £10 with 
age 16 and under @half price 
 
FR PRATAP’S AUTUMN VISIT: Many of you 
support the work and mission of Fr Pratap through the 
Monsignor Kelly Fund. Fr Pratap will be making a visit to 
the UK in September and october and is due to visit Bath 
from 8 – 14 October. He will be making an appeal whilst 
here for support for some projects he is involved within 
the Diocese. Remember, the best way and the safest way 
to send Fr Pratap your offerings is through the Mgr Kelly 
Fund. Money is transferred in a safe way. 
 
GLASTONBURY PILGRIMAGE: Bishop Declan is 
inviting our diocesan community to gather together at the 
diocesan shrine of Glastonbury on Sunday 10 July. Keep 
the date free.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Natalie and Jason 
Ambrose who celebrated the blessing of their marriage 
last weekend, and also Greta Zafferri and Sergio Molla 
Aracil who were married last Sunday afternoon. We ask 



the Lord to bless all our married couples as they come to 
celebrate the joy of his love and goodness.   
 
EXHIBITION ON THE EUCHARIST: St John’s is 
hosting an exhibition curated by and flowing from the 
prayerful initiative of Blessed Carlos Acutis, a young Italian 
man with such a love for the Blessed Sacarament. Around 
our Church across this month of June, and July and 
August there will be a narrative of saints and places so 
touched by the Eucharist across the centuries. This 
pilgrimage around the Church enables us to deepen our 
understanding of the Real Presence of the Lord and a love 
that is revealed in this great gift of himself. The Exhibition, 
enabled here by Tom and Angelina, will feature panels 
around the north and south aisles and exhibits in the Lady 
Chapel and the Sacred Heart Chapel, too. There is also a 
display of some beautiful things that are always ‘at the 
service’ of our celebration of the Eucharist. There is a 
simple and beautiful guide to the exhibition and it 
becomes a prayerful trail in itself. You don’t have to 
complete the exhibition all at once; you can come back! 
Use the trail in such a way that ends in the Sacred Heart 
Chapel during the week for a time of prayer. 
 
WELCOME to Fr Fernando Grande Frias. Fr Fernando 
is here in Bath to study English across the next four 
weeks. He is a priest studying at the Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy in Rome, training for the Holy 
See’s Diplomatic Service. It is good to have Fr Fernando 
with us across the next couple of weeks. Do make him 
welcome. 
 
THE CLUB meets next on Tuesday 5 July at 2pm in 
the Parish Hall. It is always a great opportunity to come 
together with others for an afternoon filled with 
conversation, tea, cake… and even a quick game of bingo! 
Just call into the hall… it would be good to see you.  
 
LOWER CAR PARK: Renewals are due by the middle 
of July and those of you who make use of the fob system 
will need to get in touch with Patrick via the parish office 
over the next couple of weeks. From July 15, the annual 
subscription for the car park will be £165. You can either 
pay by cheque or arrange for bank transfer. Those who 
may not wish to renew can return their fobs to the parish 
office.  
 
FEAST OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL is celebrated 
on Wednesday 29 June. Mass at 8am, 10am and 
6.30pm. 
 
BATH DEANERY CONFIRMATION 2022 
Confirmation is being celebrated on Friday 11 November 
The preparation course is open to any baptised Catholic 
in Y9-13 (from Sept 2022) living in the parishes of Bath 
Deanery. The preparation course begins at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday 13 September at St Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Julian Road, Bath. Application forms are available from St 
Mary's parish website stmarysbath.org.uk/news-
events 
 
VISITING GROUP: Seeking to respond to the fruits of 
the listening exercises as part of the Synodial Process, Fr 
Christopher would very much like to form a visiting group 
by way of assisting him in keeping those who are 

housebound connected to the life of the community. It 
would be useful if any of you knew of those who may 
welcome a visit from him or from one of the Visiting 
Group. If you would like to let him have names of those 
you think may just need that gentle outreach, he will 
arrange a visit and some contact. You can always contact 
Robert in the office with names of those who may like to 
be visited at home. Also, there’s chance to volunteer as 
a chaplaincy visitor at the RUH. Contact Robert. 
 
DIOCESAN SYNOD REPORT: Bishop Declan 
presented the diocesan report to each parish community 
and each school and religious community in the diocese. 
There is a copy at the back of the Church and you can 
download it from the diocesan website. Ozzie Ffield, 
Angelina Jenkins and FrC represented St John’s at the 
Cathedral and we were joined by the other parishes from 
Bath, too.  
 

 
 
ST JOHN’S CRICKET TEAM: A pleasant summer’s 
evening greeted our visitors to Prior Park, the Stella 
Select, from Hampset Cricket Club in Odd Down. With 
Father Christopher leading us in prayer and on the 
boundary, hopes were high for a strong performance. St 
John’s were put into bat with flamboyant outings from 
Jonny Baylis (retiring on 35 n/o) and Captain Henry 
Gibbens. Debutant Liam Ridley came with aplomb hitting 
boundaries a plenty with Joe Healy and Keith Moultrie 
(wk) driving the run rate we attained a score of 129 for 
10. After a brief rain delay we set out to field and bowl. 
Our other debutant and star opening bowler Robert 
Grimes took 3 wickets in 2 overs with Ieuan George, 
Louis Bollard, Ash Smith and Kit Adams delivering key 
wickets and 2 excellent run outs/direct hits taking the 
order down. Despite our strong start in the field Stella 
Select maintained steady progress and within 16 overs had 
got to the 113 mark with 10 men.  In a precarious position 
and a returning top order batsman, the first ball of the 17th  
over was sent for a 6 with some venom and it was game 



on. The next ball was sent to the covers and Tom 
Rynkowski snaffled/circus clown juggled the final catch. 
Our congratulations to Ieuan on graduation and we wish 
him well in his new job. Please do come watch us this 
summer and enjoy a cup of tea at our next match from 
6pm - 29 June at Prior Park v. The Bell CC. 
 
MISSIO MASSES: There is a poster in the porch giving 
details of the Masses celebrated during the month of July 
drawing the Red Box holders together. Do have a look at 
the dates (nearest one is celebrated in Corsham – 20 July 
at 7pm). It would be good to see you there.  
 

 
 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 
There are language sheets for the readings available at the 
back of the church – French, Italian, Spanish and Polish – as 
well as Mass cards to guide you through the Liturgy. 
 
First reading                             1 Kings 19:16,19-21 
A reading from the first book of the Kings 
 

The Lord said to Elijah, ‘Go, you are to anoint Elisha son 
of Shaphat, of Abel Meholah, as prophet to succeed 
you.’ 
 

Leaving there, Elijah came on Elisha son of Shaphat as 
he was ploughing behind twelve yoke of oxen, he 
himself being with the twelfth. Elijah passed near to him 
and threw his cloak over him. Elisha left his oxen and ran 
after Elijah. ‘Let me kiss my father and mother, then I 
will follow you’ he said. Elijah answered, ‘Go, go back; 
for have I done anything to you?’ Elisha turned away, 
took the pair of oxen and slaughtered them. He used 
the plough for cooking the oxen, then gave to his men, 
who ate. He then rose, and followed Elijah and became 
his servant. 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 15(16) 
O Lord, it is you who are my portion. 
 

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 
I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God. 
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 
it is you yourself who are my prize.’ 
 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 
who even at night directs my heart. 
I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. 
 

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
even my body shall rest in safety. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
nor let your beloved know decay. 
 

You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand happiness for ever. 
 
 

Second reading   Galatians 5:1,13-18 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 
 
When Christ freed us, he meant us to remain free. Stand 
firm, therefore, and do not submit again to the yoke of 
slavery. My brothers, you were called, as you know, to 
liberty; but be careful, or this liberty will provide an 
opening for self-indulgence. Serve one another, rather, 
in works of love, since the whole of the Law is 
summarised in a single command: Love your neighbour 
as yourself. If you go snapping at each other and tearing 
each other to pieces, you had better watch or you will 
destroy the whole community. 
 
Let me put it like this: if you are guided by the Spirit you 
will be in no danger of yielding to self-indulgence, since 
self-indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is 
totally against such a thing, and it is precisely because 
the two are so opposed that you do not always carry 
out your good intentions. If you are led by the Spirit, no 
law can touch you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel    Luke 9:51-62 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 
As the time drew near for him to be taken up to heaven, 
Jesus resolutely took the road for Jerusalem and sent 
messengers ahead of him. These set out, and they went 
into a Samaritan village to make preparations for him, 
but the people would not receive him because he was 
making for Jerusalem. Seeing this, the disciples James 
and John said, ‘Lord, do you want us to call down fire 
from heaven to burn them up?’ But he turned and 
rebuked them, and they went off to another village. 
 
As they travelled along they met a man on the road who 
said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Foxes have holes and the birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.’ 
 
Another to whom he said, ‘Follow me’, replied, ‘Let me 
go and bury my father first.’ But he answered, ‘Leave 
the dead to bury their dead; your duty is to go and 
spread the news of the kingdom of God.’ 
 
Another said, ‘I will follow you, sir, but first let me go 
and say goodbye to my people at home.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ 


