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5th SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR (B) 

17th – 24th MARCH 2024 

 
First Mass of Sunday 

Mass: 5.45pm Lynette Keene   
 

SUNDAY  17th March    
Mass: 9.00am  
Mass: 11.00am  

Polish Mass: 1.00pm 
Mass: 6.30pm Joseph and Franca Zani  

 

MONDAY  18th March  
Morning Prayer: 9.00am Rosary: 10.00am 

Mass: 9.30am  
 
TUESDAY 19th March 

Solemnity of St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 

Morning Prayer: 9.30am Confessions: 9.30am 
Mass: 10.00am  
Adoration: 10.30am – 5.30pm     

Evening Prayer: 5.30pm Rosary: 6.00pm  
 

WEDNESDAY 20th March  
Morning Prayer: 9.30am Confessions: 9.40am 
Mass: 10.00am  

Adoration: 10.30am – 5.30pm   
Evening Prayer: 5.30pm  Rosary: 6.00pm  

 
THURSDAY 21st March  
Morning Prayer: 9.30am Confessions: 9.40am 

Mass: 10.00am Siobhan Carter RIP  
Adoration: 10.30am – 5.30pm   

Evening Prayer: 5.30pm Rosary: 6.00pm 

  
FRIDAY 22nd March   

Morning Prayer: 9.30am Confessions: 9.40am 
Mass: 10.00am  
Adoration: 10.30am – 5.30pm  

Evening Prayer: 5.30pm  Rosary: 6.00pm  

 

SATURDAY 23rd March 
Morning Prayer: 9.00am Rosary: 10.00am 
Mass: 9.30am   

Confessions: 10.00am-10.30am & 5.00pm – 5.30pm 

    
First Mass of Sunday 

Mass: 5.45pm  

 

SUNDAY 24th March 
Sixth Sunday of Lent  
Mass: 9.30am Gerard O’Donovan RIP  

Mass: 11.00am Veronica MacMillan RIP  
Polish Mass: 1.00pm 

Mass: 6.30pm Canon Christopher Whitehead 

RESIGNATION OF BISHOP DECLAN AND 

APPOINTMENT OF CANON BOSCO; After 

23 years as our Bishop, Pope Francis has accepted 

the resignation of Bishop Declan on health grounds. 

We hold Bishop Declan in prayer at this time. Pope 

Francis has also appointed Canon Bosco McDonald 

as the 10th Bishop of Clifton, succeeding Bishop 

Declan. We offer our prayers and our 

congratulations to him, praying that God will watch 

over him as he prepares for ordination, and as he 

prepares to lead us, his diocesan community, ever 

closer towards the Lord. 

REFLECTION ON JOHN 12.20-33; We humans 

have a natural aversion to death, especially our own 

death. The challenge from Jesus in this gospel invites 

us to follow him in his path to death; “If a man serves 

me, he must follow me.”  

The point is not simply the death of Jesus, it is the 

giving of everything he has, to us, because of love, 

because God is our life-originator and sustainer. 

Nothing will be too much for his purpose of giving us 

life, so that we can be with him forever. We are that 

precious to God!  

In the end, Jesus prays, “Father, glorify your name!” 

just like in the way he taught us to pray, “Our Father 

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” Jesus’ life 

was at every moment, directed to God the Father. 

His trust in the divine plan was so absolute, that he 

would do nothing that was outside the function of 

God’s creative wisdom.   

How can we, in our daily lives, transform our 

thoughts, prayers and actions to those modelled by 

Jesus? 

 

MASS TIMES FOR HOLY WEEK: Mass and 

Service times during Holy Week are as follows; 

 

Palm Sunday. Mass at 5.45pm (Saturday), 9.30am,     

11am and 6.30pm 

 

Holy Thursday. Mass of the Lord's Supper - 

7.30pm 

 

Good Friday - Liturgy of the Lord's Passion - 3pm 

 

Holy Saturday - Vigil of the Lord's Resurrection - 

7.30pm 

 

Easter Sunday. Masses at 9.30am and 11am (There 

is no 6.30pm Mass at St Johns.  Mass at 5pm at St 

Marys). 

 

Please see the booklet at the back of 

the church with the full schedule for 

Holy Week. 

 
 

 



A PRAYER FOR PEACE: Respect for and 

development of human life require peace. Peace is 

not merely the absence of war, and it is not limited 

to maintaining a balance of powers between 

adversaries. Peace is 'the tranquillity of order'. Peace 

is the work of justice and the effect of charity.  CCC 

2304. 

We pray; Jesus, you are the Prince of Peace. You 

gave your life to free us from sin, and Your Rising 

promises us new life. Walk with us this Lent as we 

strive to repent and give our lives wholly to you. 

Direct our prayers to keep our suffering sisters and 

brothers in Ukraine, the Holy Land and elsewhere in 

our hearts. Empower our fasts so that we live more 

in solidarity with those who suffer the horror and 

miseries of war. Fill our almsgiving with joy and 

conviction that we may support those suffering 

injustice and misfortune. You teach us the two great 

commandments, to love God and love our 

neighbour. Teach us, in our own lives, to bring these 

together so that we may love God in our neighbour 

and our neighbour in God.  Amen.  

SAINT JOSEPH, THE SPOUSE OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY:  In the West, the 

oldest reference to the cult of Saint Joseph 

(connected with 19 March) appears around the year 

800 in the north of France. Thereafter, reference to 

Joseph, the spouse of Mary, becomes more and more 

frequent from the 9th to the 14th centuries. In the 

12th century, the crusaders built a church in his 

honor at Nazareth. But it was in the 15th century 

that the cult of Saint Joseph spread due to the 

influence of Saint Bernadine of Siena, and especially 

of Jean Gerson (+ 1420), Chancellor of Notre Dame 

in Paris, who promoted the cause that a feast to Saint 

Joseph be officially established. There were already 

some celebrations in Milan in Augustinian circles, and 

in many places in Germany. It was in 1480, with Pope 

Sixtus IV’s approval that the feast began to be 

celebrated on 19 March. It then became obligatory 

with Pope Gregory XV in 1621. In 1870, Pope Pius 

IX declared Saint Joseph the Patron of the Universal 

Church, and Pope Saint John XXIII inserted his name 

into the Roman Canon of Holy Mass in 1962. More 

recently, Pope Francis approved seven new 

invocations in the Litany to Saint Joseph: Guardian of 

the Redeemer, Servant of Christ, Minister of 

Salvation, Support in difficulties, Patron of exiles, 

Patron of the afflicted, and Patron of the poor. 

SECOND COLLECTION: Thank you for your 

generous donations last weekend for Easter Flowers.  

The total collection was £397.01 

 

BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE SUNDAY 

MASSES: Some books and other items will be on 

offer on a table at the back of the church at the 

Sunday Masses. Please take what you like for a small 

donation to parish funds.  

EASTER CARDS: After selling out last Sunday 

Morwenna and Elowen Blatchford have made more 

Easter Blessing and Spring cards and bookmarks to 

raise money for the church flowers at Easter. These 

are available for purchase at the back of the church.  

Last Sunday the sale of the cards raised £31 for the 

Easter flowers.  Thank you. 

 

BATH HALF MARATHON: Please note due to 

the Bath Half Marathon there will be no music at 

the 9.00am and 11.00am Masses this week. Please 

note the earlier time of the 9am Mass. 

 

ANTONY STANLEY-SMITH RIP The Requiem 

Mass for Antony will be at St Johns on 16th April at 

11.30am.  You are welcome to join the family in the 

Parish Hall after the Mass for refreshments.  We 

offer our prayers to Penelope and his family.  May he 

rest in peace. 

ALTAR SERVERS FOR EASTER: There will be 

a training session for all those who will be serving 

during the Triduum on Sunday 24th March at 4pm.  It 

is important that those who would like to serve at 

this time attend the training which will last about an 

hour.   We would also like to invite those who might 

be interested in serving at the altar at Easter, and 

throughout the year, to make themselves known to 

George in the Sacristy. 

THE BIBLE JESUS KNEW:  Why Did Jesus 

Die? John Huntriss is exploring the death of Jesus in 

the light of the Old and New Testament scriptures 

in his talk this coming Tuesday 19 March at 

6.30pm in the parish hall.  Refreshments from 

6.00pm. This is an excellent opportunity to prepare 

for the Holy Week liturgy by reflecting on the 

scripture readings we shall hear during the Triduum. 

All are welcome. 

LISTENING WITH THE HEART:  Please note 

the event planned for this Saturday 16th March after 

the 9.30am Mass has been cancelled.  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: The Stations of 

the Cross will be prayed every Friday in Lent at 12 

noon and 6.30pm. The Stations of the Cross is a 

remembrance of Jesus Christ on the day of his 

crucifixion. The stations grew out of imitations of the 

Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem, which is a traditional 

processional route symbolising the path Jesus walked 

to Mount Calvary. Praying the Stations helps the 

faithful to make a spiritual pilgrimage through 

contemplation of the Passion of Christ. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FJesus_in_Christianity&data=05%7C02%7Cparishadmin%40stjohnsrcbath.org.uk%7C57be523cc94a4bf4797e08dc2d53229a%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C638435082274542160%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0L20xSSD1Jc2u7dbFrIbzp00qjgs1rWa0vsh6RfGXGk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FCrucifixion_of_Jesus&data=05%7C02%7Cparishadmin%40stjohnsrcbath.org.uk%7C57be523cc94a4bf4797e08dc2d53229a%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C638435082274552681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7E0o6JN3JAZGFVKZ0kk7p9fzi5WSFNjBdacw0H3bov0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FCrucifixion_of_Jesus&data=05%7C02%7Cparishadmin%40stjohnsrcbath.org.uk%7C57be523cc94a4bf4797e08dc2d53229a%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C638435082274552681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7E0o6JN3JAZGFVKZ0kk7p9fzi5WSFNjBdacw0H3bov0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FVia_Dolorosa&data=05%7C02%7Cparishadmin%40stjohnsrcbath.org.uk%7C57be523cc94a4bf4797e08dc2d53229a%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C638435082274564970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UeZhoNqpCHDa%2B%2BRnP9M3goEyLNGW7NPTxkn0MKe%2F5Ug%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FJerusalem&data=05%7C02%7Cparishadmin%40stjohnsrcbath.org.uk%7C57be523cc94a4bf4797e08dc2d53229a%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C638435082274574242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KtnGzORnL3p%2BwIsGlDyaTMn1cbjvdZbdkw4X6X62tDk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FMount_Calvary&data=05%7C02%7Cparishadmin%40stjohnsrcbath.org.uk%7C57be523cc94a4bf4797e08dc2d53229a%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C638435082274582263%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qOrBKJXoHChnMkQTqn%2BIEnkaCzsF%2FiZpWSEtwWnZIMI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FChristian_pilgrimage&data=05%7C02%7Cparishadmin%40stjohnsrcbath.org.uk%7C57be523cc94a4bf4797e08dc2d53229a%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C638435082274589633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9mnph%2FFgvPg535OrVwTcKxCGaKrwcWKR8fVthtYAEx8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FPassion_(Christianity)&data=05%7C02%7Cparishadmin%40stjohnsrcbath.org.uk%7C57be523cc94a4bf4797e08dc2d53229a%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C638435082274597018%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CELlwcZi13NepTzGoO0%2F%2F4YjnaybOKDA3uErNXgU9X0%3D&reserved=0


NEW BATH PRO-LIFE GROUP: The next 

Bath SPUC branch meeting will take place on 

20 March at 7pm in the parish hall. We plan to meet 

once a month and are looking forward to doing as 

much as possible to protect the sanctity of life. All 

are welcome, if you have any questions, please 

contact Ilaria Mills; 07903465300. 

ESSENTIAL TRAINING FOR CATECHISTS:  

Clifton Diocese in partnership with ‘Light of Truth’ 

are offering an introduction to the fundamental 

aspect of catechesis:  What it is, how to use the 

catechism and Scripture as foundations, and what 

methods to use.  This training is for anyone 

interested in passing on the faith.  For more 

information there is a poster at the back of the 

Church. 

THIS WEEK’S VOTIVE INTENTIONS 

Sacred Heart: Canon Christopher Whitehead 

Lady Chapel:   Canon Christopher Whitehead  

 

GRAND PIANO:  We have very kindly been 

offered a Yamaha Grand Piano by one of our 

parishioners belonging to her late husband.  She 

would like it to go to a good home to be well loved 

and played.  If you are interested, please contact 

Janet in the office. 

THIS WEEK AT ST JOHNS: 

 

CALLING ALL STUDENTS! It is lovely to see 

so many students at the 6.30pm Mass on Sunday 

evenings. This has become a real community within 

our church.  If you are a student and new to the 

church, we would love to meet you.  After the Mass 

we serve supper in the parish hall and all students are 

welcome (if you are unsure where the parish hall is 

located ask one of the stewards at the back of the 

church). This is a good place to meet others, form 

friendships and share your faith. There is no charge 

for the meal. We also have a WhatsApp group which 

new members can join to receive news and updates 

on the church and all the activities.   We look 

forward to seeing you! 

 
THE CLUB: Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 

19th March at 2.00.p.m. in the Parish Hall. Please come 

and join us for a cup of tea, cakes and a game of bingo. 

Everyone is welcome, especially new parishioners. 

Further details from Eileen on 01225 465240. 

 

THURSDAY PRAYER FOR PRIESTS: The first 

hour of Adoration (10.30am – 11.30am) is always a 

Holy Hour praying for our priests and praying for 

vocations.  

 

FRIDAY LUNCHES: Every Friday at 12.30pm.  

  

CHRISM MASS 2024: The Chrism Mass will be 

held on Wednesday 27th March 2024, 11am at 

Clifton Cathedral.  Bishop Declan will be the main 

Celebrant and will bless the three oils — the oil of 

catechumens, the oil of the sick and holy chrism.  St 

Johns will be providing a coach to take parishioners 

to and from the cathedral.  If you would like a seat, 

please sign the form at the back of the Church. 

 

ADORATION: Adoration continues each day 

(Tues-Fri: 10.30am until 5.30pm), as well as the 

added opportunities on Wednesdays (7.00pm – 

7.45am), Thursdays (7.00pm – 7.45am), Fridays 

(7.00pm – 7.45am) and Saturdays (7.00pm – 

midnight). These are moments to savour and to 

cherish and they bring us into the peace of the 

presence of Christ.  Adoration brings a stillness to 

our church… and it is so good to encounter people 

who cross our threshold being drawn into the 

tranquillity and peace that comes from being before 

the Lord. If you would like to offer an hour, then do 

‘sign up’. Catherine, Angelina, or George would be 

happy to help allocate you a time.   

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: 

Each Sunday (except for the first Sunday in the 

month) as part of the 9.30am Mass. Do feel you can 

send your children to listen to God’s word in the 

Adoration Chapel. They will be sent out at the start 

of Mass and will return at the time of the Offertory 

so that they can celebrate the ‘second part’ of the 

Mass with us.  

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2024: The 

children will meet on March 20th to continue with 

their preparation for First Communion. This week’s 

theme is Jesus Brings Us Together. Let us keep them 

in our prayers. Josiah Actub, Martina Brucculeri, 

Michal Bladek, Oliva Edwards, Oscar Griffiths, Adam 

Masiewicz, Julia Masiewicz, Nathaniel Pierog, Emilie 

Poole, Rozalia Rutkowska, Quervin Andew Silang, 

Darcie-Jane Townshend, Nina Uzel and Lydia 

Whitehead. 

 

FINANCE NEWS: 

Offertory; £824.54 Envelopes:  £85.50 

Standing Orders: £1353 Gift Aid on S/O: £338.25 

 

CLIMATE HUB SPRINGTIME ASSEMBLY:  a 

collection of Green Organisations gathering to share 

information and ideas about positive action for a 

sustainable future.  Friday 22nd to Sunday 24th March 

2024 at the Bath Assembly Rooms.  A full 

programme of free events can be found on the 

poster at the back of the Church. 

 



The language sheets for the readings available at the 

back of the church – French, Italian, Spanish and Polish 

– as well as Mass cards to guide you through the Liturgy.  

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Fifth Sunday of Lent  

 

First reading                  Jeremiah 31:31-34   

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

 

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who 

speaks – when I will make a new covenant with the 

House of Israel (and the House of Judah), but not a 

covenant like the one I made with their ancestors on 

the day I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of 

mine, so I had to show them who was master. It is 

the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will 

make with the House of Israel when those days 

arrive – it is the Lord who speaks. Deep within them 

I will plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. Then I 

will be their God and they shall be my people. There 

will be no further need for neighbour to try to teach 

neighbour, or brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to 

know the Lord!’ No, they will all know me, the least 

no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who 

speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity and never 

call their sin to mind. 
The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 50(51):3-4,12-15 

A pure heart create for me, O God. 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 

In your compassion blot out my offence. 

O wash me more and more from my guilt 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 

put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

nor deprive me of your holy spirit. 

 

Give me again the joy of your help; 

with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 

that I may teach transgressors your ways 

and sinners may return to you. 

 
Second reading          Hebrews 5:7-9 

 

A reading from the letter of to the Hebrews 

 

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and 

entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who 

had the power to save him out of death, and he 
submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard. 

Although he was Son, he learnt to obey through 

suffering; but having been made perfect, he became 

for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation. 

The word of the Lord. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  Jn12:26 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

Whoever serves me must follow me, says the Lord; 

and where I am, there also will my servant be. 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

 

Gospel    John 12:20-33 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel 

according to John 

 

Among those who went up to worship at the festival 

were some Greeks. These approached Philip, who 

came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request 

to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went 

to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went 

to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them: 

‘Now the hour has come 

for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

I tell you, most solemnly, 

unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and 

dies, 

it remains only a single grain; 

but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. 

Anyone who loves his life loses it; 

anyone who hates his life in this world 

will keep it for the eternal life. 

If a man serves me, he must follow me, 

wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 

If anyone serves me, my Father will honour 

him. 

Now my soul is troubled. 

What shall I say: 

Father, save me from this hour? 

But it was for this very reason that I have 

come to this hour. 

Father, glorify your name!’ 

 

A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I 

will glorify it again.’ People standing by, who heard 

this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was 

an angel speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not 

for my sake that this voice came, but for yours. 
 

‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; 

now the prince of this world is to be 

overthrown. 

And when I am lifted up from the earth, 

I shall draw all men to myself.’ 
 

By these words he indicated the kind of death he 

would die. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
   



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 
 


